2009 Wisconsin Carp Championship

Sponsors Factsheet
Sponsorship Levels:

Bronze:

$100 - $249 cash (or $200 - $499 in prizes, trophies, discounts, gift offers, etc.)
Silver:

$250 - $499 cash (or $500 - $999 prizes)
Gold:

$500 - $1499 cash (or $1000 - $3000 prizes)
Platinum:
$1500 + cash (or $3000 + prizes); event limit of 5 Platinum Sponsors
1. Event Description – The City of Two Rivers will host the 2009 Wisconsin Carp Championship; a catch & release bank-fishing event that will be attended by up to 100 international and US carp anglers, all hoping to catch the biggest and most fish over the weekend of May 30 & 31, 2009. In addition to the anglers, we are planning for media coverage from around the world, thousands of spectators (’07 & ’08 WI Carp Championships both drew an estimated 2,000+ spectators), and attendance by fishing tackle manufacturers looking to extend their products into the US.

2. Where the Sponsor’s logo and images appear - Sponsor’s Logo, images and media contact will be extensive, and will depend upon the sponsorship level (above). As a minimum, all sponsors will have their logo displayed on the event posters, angler’s information packs, and all media packs distributed prior to the event (sponsorships need to be received by event organizers prior to May 1, 2009).

3. How many people will see the Sponsor logo/images - Because of the multi-perspective focus of this event (competitive mid-west and US anglers, mid-west family fishing opportunities, International anglers vacations and competition packages, European fishing tackle manufacturers selling into the US, etc.), it is difficult to estimate the exact number and demographic of the audience for the sponsors logos. The TV and Radio coverage will extend throughout the mid-west US States, with particular emphasis on involvement with the local (NE WI) family-oriented anglers, who are looking for opportunities to enjoy their hobby without the extra outlay of a boat and associated equipment, rising gas costs, and boat storage and ramp usage costs, etc. This particular demographic is estimated at 2-3 million anglers within the WI and Northern IL area. The magazine and internet-based media coverage will extend to Britain and North-western Europe, where an established and constrained market of carp angler vacations is already a $12B business annually; the opportunity exists to showcase Two Rivers and the State of WI as an ideal carp-fishing vacation venue for the estimated 6M anglers. Of these anglers, an estimated 50% have already visited Florida for family-oriented vacations, and they are therefore already familiar with the US vacation model; they are just unaware that they can also visit the US to combine a family vacation and carp-fishing vacation; a vacation model that isn’t an option in Europe!
4. Media Presence - The US and International Carp-fishing magazines and e-Zines are already involved, and Silver, Gold and Platinum sponsors will have article-based access to more than 2 million tourist carp-anglers through this media. Over the last 2 years that the competition has been run, it has proved to be extremely popular with local TV stations, as the presenters and crew can be an active part of the action on the bank. In 2008, FOX11 presenters spent some 6+ hours interviewing anglers, spectators, sponsors; and in one case catching big carp for the camera! Feedback from the FOX11 viewing public was extremely positive, and this directly contributed to the thousands of spectators who visited the event over the weekend. The organizers will again encourage Platinum and Gold Sponsors to present at the 2009 event; for a local TV station early morning and prime-time news slot this should result in the Sponsors message being seen by 4+ million prospective customers.
5. Current Sponsors – include a WI-based fishing tackle manufacturer, and several mid-West bait & tackle dealers; Sponsors from within the Two Rivers area are encouraged, to help celebrate this unique “Carptown, USA” event.

6. Sponsors Direct Exposure – Low Estimate = 1,000 spectators, competitors and associated family members attending, plus 4 million WI and mid-West based TV viewers & Radio listeners, plus 6 million carp anglers worldwide, based on carp-fishing magazine circulation readership. High Estimate = 5,000 spectators, 100 competitors, 200 associated family members and event staff, plus 8 million US-syndicated TV viewers & Radio listeners, plus 12 million syndicated Video watchers, magazine readers, etc., worldwide.
7. Sponsorship Funding Needed – This event is relatively low-cost, with direct costs for event prizes and trophies, mid-West Bank Fishing Expo tent rental, mobile restroom rental, event PA & Radio Communications Rental, Posters and Banners, and other incidental expenses totaling around $8,000. This includes the Platinum Sponsors contribution of $3,300; which will pay for the Grand Prize of $100,000.

8. Sponsors Deadline – To take maximum advantage of the publicity and media coverage for this event, Sponsors need to indicate level of funding they will contribute before the end of April, 2009. The earlier the Sponsors can sign up, the more international and US-based exposure they will enjoy.

9. Sponsors Benefit – This is an opportunity for Two Rivers-based businesses to get their message out to a large audience over the May 30 - 31 weekend. At least 100 people will be staying for 2-3 nights minimum in the City, and they will need to eat, sleep and pump gas before they leave to go home. In addition, several major European fishing tackle manufacturers are being invited to visit the City and watch the event; these businesses are all looking for catch & release carp-fishing taking off in the US (this is an annual $12B business model in the UK alone!); they want to invest in a local production and distribution facility before the US carp-fishing business model matures. Lastly, the competitive catch & release carp-fishing event is fun to watch, spectators get to see lots of big fish being caught over a short period of time; the 2,000+ spectators at the 2008 WI Carp Championship attended from all over WI. With a little advertizing of the 2009 event, spectator attendance at the third year of this event will only improve; and media interest alone will prompt many of the Two Rivers population to turn out, just to see what all the fuss is about! No-one really knows how big this will be; but evidence from other US cities that host catch & release carp tournaments suggests that Two Rivers should be aiming for $500,000 revenue directly from this event in 2009, $1M in 2010, and $1.25M in 2011. In 2008, 12 anglers visited Two Rivers after the WI Carp Championships in Menasha, and stayed to fish for a week. The 2009 aim is to have 25 visiting European and US anglers spend a week in Two Rivers, as the event moves into its 4th and 5th years this number will grow, as anglers will need to practice fish the venues in order to improve their chances of winning the major prizes. In addition, the competition publicity worldwide will draw visiting anglers for vacation fishing packages in Two Rivers and the surrounding area each Spring, which will complement and enhance the salmon-fishing revenue the City already enjoys in the Summer and early Fall months.
10. Sponsor Types – Local Sponsors for lodging, camping, restaurants, food, gas, family-oriented entertainment, sports and hobbies, angling interests (e.g. bait & tackle, salmon charters, etc.). In addition Credit Unions, Banks, Chambers of Commerce, Business Associations, and Business Support & Advisory Services (e.g. Realty, Accounting, Advertising & Media, etc.) are encouraged to sponsor this event and meet with the European fishing tackle manufacturers who attend. Mid-Western Sponsors are encouraged to participate in the Mid-West Bank Fishing Expo, and sponsor the WI Carp Championships, as a large-scale demonstrator for their products and services. Lastly, local Media Agencies are encouraged to sponsor this event, as it is unlikely that local TV companies would be interested in selling video footage to TV stations outside the State and worldwide. 
Detailed Sponsorship Proposal:

	Sponsor Level
	Benefits Summary

	Bronze
	Sponsors Name, Logo and Advertisement in 2009 WI Carp Championship Anglers Package, Media Kit, and Spectators Guide. 

	Silver
	Sponsors Name, Logo, Advertisement and informational paragraph in 2009 WI Carp Championship Anglers Package, Media Kit, and Spectators Guide. Sponsor encouraged to display their own Banner, Flag or Logo Board (maximum of one, at the Championship HQ), and/or display single letter size posters at all event locations.

	Gold
	Sponsors Name, Logo and informational paragraph in 2009 WI Carp Championship Anglers Package, Media Kit, Spectators Guide and opportunity to contribute to all articles and advertising in magazines, e-zines and newspapers. Sponsor would be encouraged to display their own Banners, Flags or Logo Boards (maximum of one at each event location), invited to interview with all Media Outlets, at any of the Event Sections. Name & Logo on WI Carp Championship Posters at all event locations (currently Veteran’s Park, Washington Park, Paddlers Park and Eggers Land). 2 guests invited to the Award Ceremony on Sunday evening. Section Winners prizes and trophies to be personally awarded by Sponsor in Awards Ceremony on Sunday evening; each trophy to display Gold Sponsors Name & Logo (in date order of sponsorship pledge). 

	Platinum
	All of the above, plus Sponsor will officiate at the Event Start on Saturday morning, at one of each of the Event Sections (Washington Park, Paddlers Park, Eggers Land, or Veteran’s Park). Sponsor is encouraged to display their own Banners, Flags or Logo Boards (maximum of two at each event location). 4 guests invited to the Award Ceremony on Sunday evening. 2009 WI Carp Champion, Runner-up, 3rd Place, 4th Place, and Biggest Carp Trophies to display each Platinum Sponsors Name & Logo (in date order of sponsorship pledge), prize personally awarded by Sponsor in Awards Ceremony on Sunday evening. 

	$100,000 Prize Sponsor
	All of the above, plus Name & Logo Rights to the event, e.g. “The Company X 2009 WI Carp Championship”. Name & Logo on all WI Carp Championship Banners at all event locations (currently Veteran’s Park, Washington Park, Paddlers Park and Eggers Land), and at all “Welcome to Two Rivers” road signs. Sponsor will officiate at the Event Start on Saturday morning at the Championships HQ, in Veteran’s Park. 4 guests invited to the Award Ceremony on Sunday evening. $100,000 Prize Trophy and Mega-Check to display Sponsors Name & Logo, prize personally awarded by Sponsor in Awards Ceremony on Sunday evening. Note – In the event that the $100,000 Prize is not won, the Sponsor will award a discretionary Trophy to the Angler who (in the opinion of the Stewards and Sponsor) best demonstrated the sporting nature of the event. 


